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HOMEWORK POLICY
FARRINGDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Homework Policy

1 
Rationale for homework

1.1 
Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s development. The government made clear its commitment to homework in the 1997 White Paper, ‘Excellence in Schools’, where homework was seen as ‘an essential part of good education’. We recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. Indeed we see homework as an important way of establishing a successful dialogue between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for children to develop as independent learners. We believe that homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning. 

2 
Aims and objectives

2.1 The aims and objectives of homework are:

· to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;

· to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s learning;

· to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to practice skills taught in lessons;

· to help children develop good work habits for the future.

3 
Types of homework and Time Allocation
3.1
Stage of Learning

Types of Homework

Time Allocation

· Foundation Nursery
reading, home tasks

· Foundation Reception
reading, phonics, number

· Year 1/2


reading, phonics, number
1 hour per week

· Year 3/4


reading, literacy, numeracy
1.5 hours per week

· Year 5/6


reading, literacy, numeracy
30 minutes per day 



Science, research
4.
Motivation
We expect all pupils to complete homework on time.  However, we are aware of the need to motivate pupils to achieve and develop their sense of independence and to form good work habits for the future.  Rewards will be issued to individuals and groups of children through the form of certificates, trophy points and through special celebration events for classes that are participating fully.
Opportunities for completing homework with the support of school staff and parent helpers in a designated area of the school will be provided on a regular basis.
7 
Inclusion

7.1 
We set home work for all children as part of normal school life and is built into the normal planning process.  If a child has special educational needs, we will adapt tasks where possible to ensure that all pupils can contribute in a positive way.

8 
The Role of Parents
Parents have an important role to play within this process.  We ask parents to:

· Encourage children to complete homework tasks that are set
· Check and sign the home/school diary at least weekly

· Communicate with the class teacher if there are any problems in completing work

· To provide feedback regarding homework through the Parent Voice questionnaire

· To consider supporting their child and others in the school homework club

· To consider attending workshops regarding home learning provided by the school.

9.
Monitoring and Review

9.1
Monitoring of homework takes place weekly by the class teacher and by subject leader on a regular basis which will then be discussed with Senior Management Team.
Matters regarding policy development will be discussed with the Friends of Farringdon Parents Group and their views incorporated within the policy.

The Governing Body agree and monitor the homework policy.
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