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FARRINGDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Protection of Children Policy
This policy was set in conjunction with the Sunderland LEA’s guidelines on Child Protection.

It is designed to protect all of our children from all types of abuse.  As one of the main aims of the Children Act is to gain partnership with parents, we will begin by visiting the parents in their own home when the child begins nursery/school.

This will take the form of a discussion on a one to one basis where the parent may share any information about the child and will complete the form on Parental Responsibility as well as contact forms .  Hopefully, the parent will see the teacher and school as a friend and will realise that we are partners in educating, caring and protecting their child.

The set of work cards contained in “Skills For the Primary School Child” can be used as an

aid to promote the protection of children.

Parents will be told of our policy of observing and monitoring any suspicions of child abuse and the steps which have to be taken, this is also written into the school prospectus.

The document should help all staff in school to become aware of the signs and symptoms of child abuse and must be read carefully.

The Designated Person
The designated person for our school is Mrs A Henderson
The deputy designated person is Mrs J West.

Any member of staff with any suspicions of child abuse should report to the designated person who will make referrals of all cases of suspected abuse to the relevant social services team.  The designated person will also attend any Inservice training for the recognition of child abuse and provide resources for educating the children into what is acceptable adult social behaviour.  Where there is more than one child in a family and abuse is suspected, the designated person will liaise with other relevant schools, and if the child is transferred to another school, contact will be maintained.

Children at Risk
Each and every child in school is monitored for academic achievement, physical welfare, and general behaviour and are assessed accordingly.

The aim of this policy is to define the assessment and the action to take for a child whose physical or emotional welfare seems at risk.

1.
At the first suspicion of abuse, ie:  physical, sexual or emotional consult with the designated person.  Others may be involved at this stage to clarify suspicions, eg:  school nurse, EWO, class teacher, special needs teacher, etc.  If the designated person is not in school, then the Deputy designated person must be informed and if a decision as to the next step to be taken is crucial, then she must make one.

2.
A decision is made as to what is to happen next.  If the suspicions are very strong, or abuse is confirmed, then the designated person will make a referral to Social Services Department and a written referral will immediately follow.

If the suspicions are not so strong, then a decision to continue to observe, monitor and record findings will be made.  We will make our own professional judgement whether or not to discuss certain matters with the parent.  If we decide to do this, the designated person will either interview the parent, or be present at the interview and the discussion will be noted.

In the case for suspicion of physical abuse, where a child may have signs of bruising etc, record of sights of bruising will be kept on body map sheets, dated, timed and signed.

A time will be given weekly, where factual notes will be kept by the class teacher as to changes in a child's circumstances or behaviour, disclosure by the pupil in verbal, written, or artistic form or reports from other parties concerning a child.

A child may also disclose abuse either to the teacher or another adult, or often to another child through play.  Again records will be kept of these disclosures.  All of the above records will be kept in a locked cabinet away from any Educational Records, blank copies can be obtained from the Secretary.

In the event of a member of staff suspecting a child is being abused by another member of staff, the matter should be reported immediately to the Headteacher.  If the Headteacher is suspected of abuse, then the matter should be reported to the Deputy Head.  The matter will then be investigated, and subsequent action will be taken.

Once a child has been placed on the Child Protection Register, teachers will make notes at least weekly on that child to aid case conferences and core group meetings.  The class teacher may be asked to attend these meeting as a first contact of the child.

If a Child Protection Conference is held after a referral, the designated person will attend the meeting and will be responsible for completing the report having consulted with staff who had direct contact with the child. 

The following pages show the signs and symptoms to look for in the cases of abuse and actions to take.

For further information, Sunderland LEA Guidelines for child protection may be found in the Headteachers room, along with all ACPC’s.

Sexual Abuse
Sexual abuse can begin at any age, in any culture or social strata, and the victim may be a boy or a girl.  Some children become anxious, fearful or depressed and such mood changes may show themselves as complaints about headaches, stomach aches or as sleep disturbances.  There may be a distrust of adults and sometimes the youngster finds it difficult to make friends.  Sexually abused children often have a poor view of themselves and their performance at school my deteriorate.

Specific Indicators

· Disclosure by a child

· Disclosure via a third party

· Injuries to the genital area

· Awareness of sexual behaviour inappropriate to age and situation

· Excessive sexualised behaviour giving clear evidence of an awareness of sexual behaviour.

· Non Specific Indicators

· Lack of trust, fear of adults, or the reverse eg:  over demonstratively affectionate behaviour.

· Withdrawal and introversion/problems with pier relationships.

· Sudden behavioural changes eg:  falling standards

· Frequent unexplained stomach pains/vomiting

· Reluctance to participate in physical activity or to change clothes for games.

· Low self esteem.

· Stealing

· Display of sexual knowledge beyond the child’s years/sexual drawings.

· Fear of school medical examination

· Development regression.

· Compulsive masturbation.

· Bruises, scratches, bite marks.

· Difficulty in walking or sitting.

· Recurring urinary tract problem.

· Viginal infection or genital damage.

With the exception of disclosure, no individual example is indicative of sexual abuse.  However, a cluster of these examples may suggest that further investigation or monitoring is required.
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